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Friends of Aseema is a registered 501(c)(3) corporation organized under Pennsylvania law. The
official registration and financial information of Friends of Aseema, Inc., may be obtained from

the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. 
Registration does not imply endorsement.

Learn more about Friends of Aseema, or contact us, at friendsofaseema.org
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LETTER FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Dear Friends,

This year, Aseema celebrated its 25th year of
providing secular, high-quality education and medical
care to thousands of children living in poverty in
Mumbai and Igatpuri, a remote tribal region. The
children of Aseema wrote and recorded this this song
to celebrate!

We at Friends of Aseema are proud to join hands to
help this effort through opportunities for high-impact
giving and cross-cultural friendship. This past year, we
were able to help Aseema in several ways through our
grants, which will enhance student learning, expand
Aseema's reach, and improve school facilities. Read
more about these opportunities on page 6.
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Friends of Aseema President
Christine Biancheria (left),
traveling to India in 2022 to
visit Aseema schools,
students, and staff, such as
Asmita Kakade, from
Aseema's products division

After hard (and often fun) work throughout 2022 by 
volunteers and Friends of Aseema officers, we are pleased 
to announce that we have a special board game coming 
soon to stores near you. Learn more about it on pages 8-9!

Many people showed interest this year in a new entry to our "Aseema Stories" series
all about the history of Aseema's school serving one of India's tribal regions around
Igatpuri. If you missed it, here is the article.

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Friends of Aseema, thank you for opening your
hearts to our mission in supporting the work of the Aseema Charitable Trust.

Christine Biancheria
President, Friends of Aseema

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8zMdLiFmps
https://friendsofaseema.org/school-give-us-water-pioneering-tribal-education/


  Computer Labs
  Food and Medicine During Covid
  Clothing and Family Support
  Building Restoration and Repair
  Educational Materials
  Transportation to Schools
  Educational Technology
  Health Insurance to Teachers and Staff

Established in 2019, Friends of Aseema, a
501(c)(3) US non-profit corporation, was
developed to raise funds and awareness to
help support Aseema Charitable Trust’s
schools for severely marginalized children.
Through donors like you, we’ve been able to
send over more than $275,000 to Aseema’s
schools! 

Aseema schools provide Montessori
education to some of the world's most
vulnerable children, providing them with
safety, scholarship, medical care, and hope
for a brighter future.

With your donations we have been able to
directly fund:
  

These are only a few ways we have been
able to support Aseema students.

We believe wholeheartedly in the
limitless potential of every child.
The education we fund is a model
for the world, demonstrating that
education infused with
understanding and flexibility of
thought can permit a child to rise
above even the direst of
circumstances.

Our sUCCESS

SO FAR
our story

$275,000+
DISTRUBUTED BY GRANTS

THROUGH YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT.
TO ASEEMA SCHOOLS

THANK YOU!
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$104,000

 
Why mention fees & expenses?

 

 While we are a volunteer organization, and none of our officers, board members, or volunteers receive any
payment, like any organization, there are costs associated with running Friends of Aseema, such as

corporate insurance, accounting fees, and donation vendor fees. 

$70,000

 *Figures are rounded and approximated

$27,000

  ~6%        

Reallocation of funds 
(at Aseema's Request)

Total Raised

At A Glance

2022

Total Sent to Aseema in Grants

Fees & Expenses
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Your support in 2022
helped fund

education and
support for

2,951 students
directly and another

3,188 students
indirectly!
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$21,000 went to provide sponsorship of two
grades at two different schools and upgrades to
a computer lab for students. 

Funded Projects in 2022

$27,000 went to refurbishing a new
school that was allocated to
Aseema to accommodate a
growing student enrollment, and
which will open soon. The building
was in need of urgent repairs
before it would be safe for students
to attend.

$50,000 went to medical
insurance for staff and an
endowment to support
sustainability for Aseema.



You can check out the
cerebration here, which
includes dances by the

students themselves!
 

2525
YEARSYEARS
OFOF

ASEEMAASEEMA

2022 marked Aseema
Charitable Trust's 25th
year in providing high

quality, holistic education
to children from

marginalized communities.

Students, teachers, and the community
celebrated this amazing milestone.
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https://youtu.be/FxvUpHqDCOY
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Several years ago, our President Christine Biancheria was
chatting with her friend James Miller, with whom she shared
a passion for board games. He was also one of Friends of
Aseema's earliest supporters.

"Maybe Friends of Aseema could design a game to raise
funds and awareness," said Christine.

"Take mine," said James. It turned out that James had
already sketched out the concept for a board game—and 
           he thought it would be a perfect fit.
            
            Though James died in 2020, his dream of creating 
          a board game continued through the dedication of 
      Friends of Aseema volunteers.



OC N T .OC N T .
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In 2022, Hooky, the game based on James's concept, came
to colorful life. 

Volunteer Tessa Samuelson created the illustrations, using
photos of real Aseema students engaged in school and
extracurriculars as inspiration for the characters—and who
you can see decorating this annual report! Additional
imagery used in the game was designed by Aseema's own
students.

Volunteers created a prototype of the game and worked
for more than a year to test it, tweak it, and finish it.

We are happy to announce that after many hours of hard
work (and quite a bit of fun), Hooky will be published in
2023 by Rio Grande Games, and proceeds benefit Friends
of Aseema! Keep an eye out for more information soon.

What is Hooky?
It is morning before school starts, and in the chaos, your job as
a homeroom teacher is to figure out which three are missing. 
The aim of this game is to use word clues to deduce which of

the students are missing from school today.

https://www.riograndegames.com/games/hooky/


THANK YOU:THANK YOU:
LIST OF DONORSLIST OF DONORS

COUNT ON ME, $2,500+COUNT ON ME, $2,500+
A special recognition of Moez and Marissa Kassam 

for extraordinary generosity over $20,000 - Thank you!

Nancy Bernstein & Rocky Schoen
Aruna & Ravi Sundaram

Christine Biancheria in memory of James Marshall Miller
Patricia Garber in honor of Christine Biancheria

Veronica Richards in memory of Deborah S. Maliver
Anonymous Donor

Ansys
Lynne Brown & Elizabeth Stokes

Rachel Echols
Ramona Fararo
M. Tyler Gillett

Steven & Linda Pedlow
Aahana Anne Robin

Hetal Sangvhi

Susan Frietsche in memory of Bill Frietsche
John J. O'Reilly in memory of Deborah S. Maliver

Anonymous Donors

BEST FRIENDS, $1,000 to $2,499BEST FRIENDS, $1,000 to $2,499
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THANK YOU:THANK YOU:
LIST OF DONORSLIST OF DONORS

FAST FRIENDS, $250 to $999FAST FRIENDS, $250 to $999
Eric & Beth Arneson

Suzanne Badoux
Mark Belz

Stephanie Cooper
John Gillett

Barbara Ginn

David Orenstein
Richard A. Pollack
Catherine Raphael
Charles F. Singer III
Chris Tandlmayer

Ken Giglio and Mindful Leadership Consulting
Shenu Lawrence Gupta in memory of Rama Rani Gupta

John Paul MacDuffie in memory of Marilyn Goldsmith MacDuffie
Rhonda Wasserman in honor of Deborah Wasserman
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FRIENDS IN NEEDFRIENDS IN NEED  
UP TO $250UP TO $250

Christine Bacher
Tom Bacher

Madhubanti Basu
Mary Ann Benkoski

Judith Benstein
Kimberly Berg

Abby Block
 

Anna Boettcher
Margaret Cassidy

Enza Costa
Jonathan Degann
Kenneth M. Drake

Karen Engro & Jules Lobel
Josiah Fiscus

 

Isla Fruchter
Francois Furstenberg

Rachel Gay
Leon Ginn

Debra Hamilton
Ginny Hildebrand

Veera Hiranandani
 



THANK YOU:THANK YOU:
LIST OF DONORSLIST OF DONORS
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FRIENDS IN NEEDFRIENDS IN NEED  
UP TO $250, CONT'DUP TO $250, CONT'D

TaMara Howard
Nancy Hubley

Alison Julien
Sadrija Kalezic

Becky Kaufman
Michael Khoury

Charu Kolekar
Candice Leit & Family

Andrea London
Warren & Sharon Madden

Erin Miller

Seana Miller
Pallavi Mishra
Charvi Rastogi
Kathleen Schneider
Heidi Semmer
Alan & Jennifer Shuckrow
Anand & Santosh Sooriamurthi
Gerri Sperling
Linda Tanfani
Rohit Vaidya
Sruthi Vedantham

United Methodist Women of Mt. Lebanon United Methodist Church
An Anonymous Donor in honor of Hetal Sangvhi

Charlotte Beyer in honor of Mukul Pandya whose generous spirit inspires us all
John Biancheria in memory of Anteo Biancheria

Natalie Cecere in memory of Peter Cecere Senior & Junior
Dennis Claggett in honor of Margarita Rosenthal
Matt Diaddigo in memory of Deborah S. Maliver

Beverly Harris-Schenz in honor of Christine Biancheria
Anne Kirchmier in honor of Christine Biancheria

Anonymous Donors
 


