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LETTER FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Dear Friends,

Thank you for helping us make 2023 a banner year for
Friends of Aseema!

This year, you increased your donations, held events,
attended our events and markets. All of this has helped
us to provide more support to the Aseema Charitable
Trust, which has more than 25 years of experience in
providing secular, high-quality, value-based
education, and medical care to thousands of
extremely marginalized slum children in Mumbai, and
in a remote tribal region around Igatpuri.
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Recently, two of our supporters and a board member visited Aseema in Mumbai.
Madhuri Murli, one of our earliest supporters, wrote that she “left feeling good about
the world we live in and assured of good people in it.” That mirrors my own feelings.

At an event this year, I explained in brief why I love Aseema: Aseema is a simple good
in the world. It is not political. It is not religious. They do not discriminate. They are a
group of diverse people working together to try to help extremely poor children get a
chance to live a better life.

Aseema is an island of good in our tumultuous world. We can lift it up, support this
effort, and learn from it.

       Christine Biancheria
President, Friends of Aseema



The Board Game

This year, Hooky, the board game
we co-designed, was published by
Rio Grande Games, to whom we

are so thankful. Sales to date
allowed us to sponsor a classroom

at Aseema. More copies are
available in some stores and online
from smaller to larger sellers such

as Amazon and Walmart.
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One prominent Canadian reviewer
named it her Number 1 Game of
2023, and a top U.S. reviewer

labeled it “great” and listed it as
Number 3 on his list of Most
Surprising Games of 2023.

Here is a photo of two games of Hooky
going at once at a tournament!

https://www.riograndegames.com/games/hooky/
https://gamesunl.com/products/hooky?_pos=1&_sid=747b58044&_ss=r
https://www.cardhaus.com/hooky/
https://www.amazon.com/Hooky-Friends-Mischief-Deduction-Players/dp/B0BZ96L3WR/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2QRTNEUVLIF99&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.rgPtVGOr1ymJ-F1ise7_FQemkWd7xlehNuEOTfhTc8MEGkkDb9YvrIda8rFxF5Nd_S9q-uqbW8ohgXxtyHpnehKho0ltcAPhDv8UerwQQ0ZKvBiEe2Gw_PhTgMshtE0qIALz_fgGpD812hrSZilfxjA3PR2QjgsME7Kuo7zivJwQoEjGumRR_Fbvh1doeqkufLEJMIjgB30Dtak3ZcQ8dSzmPYUuISnIKohKiN2nA72h1nVIfS1W5vanBSf-J7uxQzG2Q6BAHpmGd4B9K284hw2u2xhOpIVDFsK6WvaOzs8.buMm9MU6tkwF74WrSyNZGSb9zF12QI7JIcO05sg4s2U&dib_tag=se&keywords=hooky+board+game&qid=1705670518&sprefix=hooky+board+game%2Caps%2C81&sr=8-1


Madhuri stepped forward to hold an event in San Jose, California, featuring her original
work and, instead of selling tickets, she asked attendees to donate to Friends of Aseema. 

What a treat that was!

Madhuri Murli, talented singer/songwriter and creator of Flute Theory, began supporting us in our
early days, thanks to publicity created by Priyanka Chopra Jonas and her spouse Nick Jonas. 

Flute Theory
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As part of the Room 13 movement (a method for teaching art to
children), Aseema students create astounding pieces, which we are pleased
to help bring to the world! FoA sells high-quality art prints of original
artwork by Aseema students, from which all profits go back to Aseema.

At a market, a gentleman approached our booth to purchase a print of
a harp, made by a 14-year-old Aseema student. It turned out that the
print was a gift to internationally acclaimed harpist Joel von Lerber

of Switzerland. Here he is happily holding up his gift.

‘Benares,’ by Seeta Jaiswal - more on page 16

Aseema Art Prints
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For examples and information about some pieces, go to pages 15-18

https://www.etsy.com/shop/FriendsOfAseema


Original Artwork
Original Artwork
Original Artwork   

Steals the S
how

Steals the S
how

Steals the S
how

This year, we organized two art events featuring original works by Aseema students
and young alumni. The Undercroft Gallery, situated at the First Unitarian Church of
Pittsburgh, showcased the art throughout October and November. The exhibition

sparked interest and fostered meaningful discussions, with a member of the art
committee noting it as one of their most successful shows.

In December, we hosted the "Paint the Town" event at the Square Cafe in
Pittsburgh. Attendees enjoyed a brief presentation on Aseema and its art

program before engaging in an art auction. Described as "fun" by participants, the
event not only provided entertainment but also generated significant funds for

Friends of Aseema to further our mission. 

We extend our gratitude to our sponsors, including Barth Rovnan LLC Trial Attorneys,
Plummer Slade, Games Unlimited, Cathy Raphael, Patricia Garber, and others, as their

support made this event possible.
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Aseema received a new building to which to relocate one
of its schools, allowing about 300 more children to

attend from the waitlist.

However, swift and costly renovations made this a
challenging year. Friends of Aseema takes pride in
contributing to the successful renovation, and the
children starting classes love their new facilities.

This past year brought notable achievements
for Aseema and India, with children eagerly
anticipating India's successful August moon

landing (pictured to the right).

Aseema students competed in national rugby competitions, won prizes for their art, and
collectively achieved a 98.3% pass rate on their board (SSC) exams this year. 

Go, Aseema!
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Financial Information
At A Glance

We are pleased to report the following financial
information in approximate and rounded figures:

$150,000

$93,000

Donations to Friends of Aseema:

Grants to Aseema:

These grants sponsored classrooms and all that goes
with them: educational materials, field trips, classroom
equipment, teacher salary, etc. We raised thousands at
our art events as well! Thanks to your generosity, we
are poised to provide more support going into 2024,

with a grant request on the way.

Expenses

Approximately 11% of our intake went toward our own fees and expenses.
This is higher than usual because of our spending on art events, but thanks to

our sponsors listed above, the extra expenses were covered! None of our
expenses was for officers, board members or volunteers.



THANK YOU:THANK YOU:THANK YOU DONORS!THANK YOU DONORS!

COUNT ON ME, $2,500+COUNT ON ME, $2,500+

A special recognition of Moez and Marissa Kassam and 
Rio Grande Games for extraordinary generosity – Thank you!

Nancy Bernstein and Rocky Schoen
Lynne Brown and Elizabeth Stokes

F. Dok Harris
Erin & Seana Miller

Christine Biancheria in honor of Madhuri Murli
Patricia Garber in honor of Claire Pillar

Anonymous Donor in honor of Duncan McFarland on his 80th 
and for Mary Ashton for her long support of Aseema

Anonymous Donor

BEST FRIENDS, $1,000 to $2,499BEST FRIENDS, $1,000 to $2,499

Rachel Myers
Steven & Linda Pedlow
John J. O’Reilly 
in memory of Deborah S. Maliver
Aruna and Ravi Sundaram
Sundar Vedantham
VMware Foundation
Anonymous Donors

Barth Rovnan LLC Trial Attorneys
Ramona Fararo
Susan Frietsche

M. Tyler Gillett
Deb Hamilton

Kamal Kapadia
Mindful Leadership Consulting
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https://www.riograndegames.com/?s=hooky


THANK YOU:THANK YOU:
LIST OF DONORSLIST OF DONORS

FAST FRIENDS, $250 to $999FAST FRIENDS, $250 to $999

Suzanne Badoux
Mark Belz

Judith Benstein
Bousquet Holstein PLLC

James B. Cole
Sharon F. DiPaolo

Josiah and Erin Fiscus
Games Unlimited

John G.
Ryan Hopkins

Nancy Reese
Leila Richards
Monica Rodrigues
Hetal S.
Colleen Sari
Charles F. Singer III
Anusha Sodani
Chris Tandlmayer
Rhonda Wasserman
Gabrielle Wast

John Paul MacDuffie in memory of Marilyn Goldsmith MacDuffie
United Women of Faith of Mt. Lebanon United Methodist Church

Shenu Lawrence Gupta in memory of Rama Rani Gupta
Ginny Hildebrand in memory of Jan Neffke
Anonymous in honor of D. Murlikrishnan
Anonymous in honor of Chris Biancheria

Anonymous Donors (4)

Nancy A. Hubley
Casey Johnson
Becky Kaufman
Ankur Mallick

Sandra Neuman
Elliott Partridge

Richard A. Pollack
Plummer Slade, Inc.

Cathy Raphael
Manasa Ravi

Margaret Cassidy and Paul Amato
Indian American Education Foundation
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THANK YOU:THANK YOU:
LIST OF DONORSLIST OF DONORS

FRIENDS IN NEEDFRIENDS IN NEED  
UP TO $250, CONT'DUP TO $250, CONT'D

Susan Abramowich
Priya Ahuja

Christine Bacher
Madhubanti Basu

Amy Coco
Christopher Coleman

Stephanie Cooper
Andrew Culbertson

Jonathan Degann
J. Desai

Matthew Diaddigo
Ken M. Drake

Francois Furstenberg
Leon Ginn

Brendan Lupetin
Sunita T. Mahtani
Natasha Masand
Holly Maurer-Klein
Mainee
Neha Mehta
Sweta Mehta
Amisha Mehtani
Carolyn Mendelson
Bernice K. Merchant
Angelo Miklos
Pallavi Mishra
Madhuri Murlikrishnan
Ankita Narayan
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Brittany Green
Will Halim

Kiran Jadhwani
Priscilla Johnson

Alison Julien
Becky Kaufman

Mike Khoury
Alyson J. Kirleis

Jon Kole
Palak Kumar

Lawson Hatch Family
Richard LeBeau

Candice Leit
Vishaka Mysore

Erica and Chris Cahill
Kathryn and William Karns
Warren & Sharon Madden

Karen Engro and Jules Lobel
Anand and Santosh Sooriamurthi

Niketa Naveen Suvan Shashi Rekha
Ljiljana Duraskovic and Sadrija Kalezic



THANK YOU:THANK YOU:
LIST OF DONORSLIST OF DONORS

FRIENDS IN NEEDFRIENDS IN NEED  
UP TO $250, CONT'DUP TO $250, CONT'D
Noorie

David Orenstein
Kandarp and Saroj Pandya

Tara Pfeifer
Rekha

Aahana Anne Robin
N.S.

Jerry Stubenhofer
Oanh Tretter
Rohit Vaidya
Monisha Wadhani
Sandy Waters
Alison Wolfson
Anonymous (10)

Ashmi C. in memory of Mr. Murli
Rachel Gay in honor of Veejay Gay

Shakshi Govil in honor of Shalini Govil
Tom Bacher in honor of the Bacher Family
Ritu Chhabriya in honor of Duru Pherwani
Karen Eriksen in honor of Chris Biancheria
Ashok Marwah in honor of Ashok Marwah
Neeta in memory of Beloved Magical Chris

Beverly Harris-Schenz in honor of Mary Tinsley
Andrea London in honor of Christine Biancheria
Anne Kirchmier in honor of Christine Biancheria

Dennis Clagett in memory of Margarita Rosenthal
 Vrajesh Mehta and Family in memory of Muralikrishnan 
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Reshma S.
Sucheta Sarkar

Kathleen Schneider
Prachi Sethi

Shashi Rekha
Sharada Sivaraman

Heather Smith



THANK YOU:THANK YOU:
Making a DifferenceMaking a Difference

“Giving is not just about making a donation.
It is about making a difference.” 

– Kathy Calvin

Friends of Aseema also is extremely grateful to Colleen Briner, of
our advisory board, and Karen Eriksen, a volunteer, who worked so
hard to help us put together two in-person art events and markets.

We extend a special thanks also to the many Microsoft employees who
participated in a matching campaign, to the United Women in Faith of the

Mt. Lebanon United Methodist Church for inviting us to give them a
presentation, and to Will Halim and Storyburgh for the invitation to our

president to participate in The Convos on YouTube.
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Friends of Aseema wishes to express tremendous gratitude for the hard
work of our volunteers in bringing Hooky, the board game, to life and

especially to Tessa Samuelson for her wonderful art and to Erik Arneson
for demonstrating the game to others with such zeal and time commitment.

https://youtu.be/XM7Z3r9twQM?si=XofcI_722tKaMgYA
https://youtu.be/XM7Z3r9twQM?si=XofcI_722tKaMgYA


Saree Stack
Geeta Jaiswal

Taking inspiration from Henri Matisse's designs, the artist Geeta Jaiswal has created this
painting of a stack of patterned clothes at a textile shop. Geeta's choice of saree materials

captures the colorful nature of India.

Geeta Jaiswal completed her studies at Aseema in 2016. Geeta then obtained her bachelor's
degree in commerce and works as a unit manager with ICICI Prudential Life Insurance and,

with her brother, can now support her family. She has two siblings who also excel in art and all
of whom grew up in extreme poverty. During COVID, Aseema offered Geeta financial support

to make art for Aseema to help her use her talents to to survive the height of the crisis.

Find a print here!
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https://www.etsy.com/listing/1676394826/saree-stack-print-unframed?click_key=a90d2063d1ce433fbb4e1480bd63ef55c403ce49%3A1676394826&click_sum=11c3f4d3&ref=shop_home_active_1&frs=1


Benares | Varanasi

Seeta Jaiswal

Seeta Jaiswal made this pen sketch of Benares, or Varanasi, during the height of the COVID
crisis in 2021 at the age of 21. Her composition shows famous landmarks from the city,

representing the collage of memories a traveler might take home.

Seeta completed her studies at Aseema in 2016. As of 2024, Seeta is pursuing her textile
degree at Mumbai's prestigious Sophia Polytechnic College. She has two siblings who also

excel in art. Aseema offered Seeta and her sister financial support to make art during the crisis
to help support herself and her loved ones.

Find a print here!
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https://www.etsy.com/listing/1690223693/benares-varanasi-print-unframed?click_key=59a7efaf5f4ceae5d35143bd6866b370951c8c9f%3A1690223693&click_sum=60aa19c5&ref=shop_home_active_7&frs=1


Backwaters

Shahnawaz Shaikh

The artwork, done by Shahnawaz Shaikh (an alumnus at age 18), is a scene from Kerala's
famous backwaters. In the picture, one can see a boatman gently rowing his boat down the

stream. The reflection of the shrubs and trees in the narrow canal creates a realistic
impression of the actual landscape.

Find a print here!
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https://www.etsy.com/listing/1005641299/backwaters-limited-edition-print?click_key=4ff35fa7b09406228a0dcc92e9d9efb787d7e2cc%3A1005641299&click_sum=0b39379e&ref=shop_home_active_5&frs=1


Colours of Nature

Balakrishanan “Bala” Arundhudiyar

Balakrishanan Arundhudiyar, known as "Bala," created this painting in 2020 at the age of 21.
Bala studied at Aseema from 2007 to 2016. He then completed junior college in the

commerce stream. He made this painting in 2020 at the age of 21. He now works in the
restaurant industry, but he remains dedicated to making art in his free time. During COVID,

Aseema offered Bala financial support for which he created works of art.

Bala's love of colors is on full display. He enjoyed painting the intricate colors of the Kingfisher
although the pink flowers also received his full attention. The shades of green in the

background act as a weather forecast.

Find a print here!
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https://www.etsy.com/listing/1676068882/colours-of-nature-kingfisher-print?click_key=a18d1bf65674f3fb216ea7747483914821d3e0db%3A1676068882&click_sum=78037464&ref=shop_home_active_3&frs=1


Tsuru
Mohammed Zamil Sayyed

Mohammed Zamil Sayyed, at age 14, made this work, inspired by classical Japanese paintings.
The compositions shows cranes basking in the sweetness of nature.

Mohammed Zamil finished his studies at Aseema in 2016 after which he completed an arts
stream at Rizvi College.

The paintings on this site were made primarily in Room 13. 

Find a print here!
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https://www.etsy.com/listing/1676386608/tsuru-print-unframed?click_key=505a886e67d06831ce6857544b2ebf7c8f8f8f51%3A1676386608&click_sum=6d364ed2&ref=shop_home_active_2&frs=1

